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REVIEWS. 517 

A Text Book of Legal Medicine and Toxicology. Edited by Fred- 
erick Peterson, M. D., and Walter S. Haines, M. D. In two 
volumes, cloth. W. B. Saunders & Co., Philadelphia, New 
York, and London. 1903. Volume 1. 

The avowed purpose of the editors is to present a comprehen- 
sive survey of forensic medicine and toxicology in a work which 
in its scope falls between the small manuals and the medico-legal en- 
cyclopedias. The contributors to volume one include many well 
known experts, among them James Ewing and Smith Jelliffe. The 
chapters on Railway Injuries, Nervous Disorders, Insanity, and the 
Medical Jurisprudence of Life and Accident Insurance are par- 
ticularly interesting and valuable. The most commendable fact 
about this work is that it is well arranged for the use of attor- 
neys who wish to post themselves on certain medical subjects, 
both for their own use in a case and for the purpose of being pre- 
pared to conduct an intelligent examination of an expert. It is 
written in an easy simple style and there are many more cita- 
tions of legal cases than usual. G. R. J. 

A Manual of Medical Jurisprudence, Insanity and Toxicology. By 
Henry C. Chapman, M. D. Third edition. W. B. Saunders 
& Co., Philadelphia. 1903. Cloth, pp. 329. Illustrated. 
Dr. Chapman has produced an admirable handbook. Written 
originally as lectures, directness in statement, conciseness in illustra- 
tion and discussion, and studious avoidance of secondary matter 
are still characteristic of the work, although revised and enlarged 
now for the third time since 1892. The absence, to a large degree, 
of technical medical terms is also commendable, at least from the 
standpoint of the lawyer. 

In one particular, however, the origin of the work appears to 
its disadvantage. While in a course of lectures to medical stud- 
ents, the citation of leading and illustrative decisions might be 
superfluous, they would profitably have been added when the text 
was prepared for publication. Two decisions are cited, one of 
them rather clumsily, and there are several references to Black- 
stone, but that is all. Hardly excusable are the instances (page 42, 
for example) where a court's opinion is stated in the text, yet with 
no reference to the report. Again on page 206, we are told in an 
extended note that "according to the daily papers, the Supreme 
Court of Kansas" in 1894, sustained a ruling, etc. Why not cite 
the official report, State v. Gray, 55 Kan. 135, as well as the daily 
papers? However, these criticisms are not intended to, and do not, 
go to the real merits of the book. Simply, since it is a work of 
real value to the legal profession, these omissions are to be regretted, 
as the citations would have made a more complete treatise without 
interfering in the least with its conciseness. 5. W. E~ 



